
AP United States History Summer Assignment 

 

The AP United States History course is far and away the most difficult Social Studies course 

offered at MacArthur High School.  We have to cover twice the amount of material that is 

covered in other courses, and we have to have it done in time for the AP Exam. 

 

You will have a great deal of responsibility in this Advanced Placement course.  In a sense, I will 

be more of a guide than a teacher.  I will be here to teach you general principles, advise you as to 

technique, clear up any confusion that may arise, and evaluate your progress.  The responsibility 

for gaining specific information will be up to the student.  There will simply not be sufficient 

class time for us to cover all of the information that is needed to possess a thorough 

understanding of American history. 

 

In order to accelerate our coverage of the material in this course, you will be required to 

complete the following summer assignment.  Please keep in mind that this is a required 

assignment.  Partially completed and late work will not be accepted and your first quarter grade 

will be adversely impacted.  You must complete this assignment without any consultation or 

assistance from other students. 

 

As you begin to prepare for AP United States History, a few things to keep in mind: 

 

 

• This is a college level course with advanced vocabulary, reading, and comprehension 

requirements.  It is absolutely essential that you are a self-motivated learner.  It will be 

my expectation that each student comes to class prepared with homework assignments 

completed. 

 

 

• Your grades for each marking period will reflect how well you understand the material 

we have covered. 

 

 

• You will be given a course syllabus on the first day of school.  In this you will be 

provided expectations and long-range goals of the class.  It will be your responsibility to 

keep up with the material we are covering and have the assignments in when they are 

due.  Late work will automatically be graded down. 

 

 

• Any work missed due to absence is the responsibility of the student.  Regular attendance 

is essential if you expect to succeed in an AP class. 

 

THE ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE NO LATER THAN SEPT. 6, 2024 

 

If you have any questions you can contact either Ms. McCue (lmccue@levittownschools.com) or 

Mr. Abbgarian (mabbgarian@levittownschools.com) 

mailto:lmccue@levittownschools.com
mailto:mabbgarian@levittownschools.com


 

 

THE SUMMER ASSIGNMENT IS DUE  

NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 6th, 2024 

YOU WILL BE TESTED ON ALL OF THESE CHAPTERS 

ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th, 2024 

 

 

• All students are expected to pursue honesty and integrity in all aspects of their academic 

work.  Academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, will be handled accordingly.   

• Although it may be tempting to save time by dividing up work and sharing, this is an 

unacceptable practice in this course for two reasons:  First, using another’s work violates 

academic integrity.  Second, you will have only completed a fraction of the assignment, 

leaving you with only a fraction of the required knowledge. 

Each student must read United States History: Preparing for the Advancement Placement 

Examination:  

 

Period 1: 1492-1607 

Period 9: 1980-present 

 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN your summer assignment, it is important to be able to take good, useful 

notes.  It is strongly recommended that you, beginning with the Summer Assignment and 

continuing throughout the year, take written notes for each chapter.  Figure out a note taking 

system that works for you and then use it consistently throughout the year.  Make your notes 

thoughtful, personal, and useful.  It is not practical to write down everything you read.  DO NOT 

COPY from the book or others.  Use your own words and find your own voice.  Include 

important names, dates, events, etc.  Bring your notes to class every day.  Your notes will help 

you to complete assignments and prepare for tests throughout the year. 















































TOPIC PAGES SCORE

Learning Objectives 2

1.1 • Contextualizing Period 1 3

1.2 • Native American Societies Before European Contact 4 - 5

1.3 • European Exploration in the Americas 6 - 7

1.4 • Columbian Exchange, Spanish Exploration, and Conquest 8

1.5 • Labor, Slavery, and Caste in the Spanish Colonial System 9

1.6 • Cultural Interactions Between Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans 10

1.7 • Causation in Period 1 11



TOPIC LEARNING OBJECTIVE & ANSWER TEACHER 
FEEDBACK

1.1 • 
Contextualizing 
Period 1

Explain the context for European encounters in the Americas from 1491 to 1607.

A - 
C - 
E - 

1.2 • Native 
American 
Societies Before 
European 
Contact

Explain how and why various native populations in the period before European contact interacted with the 
natural environment in North America.

A - 
C - 
E - 

1.3 • European 
Exploration in 
the Americas

Explain the causes of exploration and conquest of the New World by various European nations.

A - 
C - 
E - 

1.4 • Columbian 
Exchange, 
Spanish 
Exploration, and 
Conquest

Explain causes of the Columbian Exchange and its effect on Europe and the Americas during the period after 
1492.

A - 
C - 
E - 

1.5 • Labor, 
Slavery, and 
Caste in the 
Spanish Colonial 
System

Explain how the growth of the Spanish Empire in North America shaped the development of social and 
economic structures over time.

A - 
C - 
E - 

1.6 • Cultural 
Interactions 
Between 
Europeans, 
Native 
Americans, and 
Africans

Explain how and why European and Native American perspectives of others developed and changed in the 
period.

A - 
C - 
E - 

1.7 • Causation 
in Period 1

Explain the effects of the development of transatlantic voyages from 1491 to 1607.

A - 
C - 
E - 

After you complete each topic 
workbook pages, you then should 

answer the learning objective 
using the A.C.E strategy. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lrUA3hdPTM1nin-iayiE4WbOANg9Ck07/view?usp=sharing


NAME:                                             REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 1
TOPIC 1.1 Contextualizing Period 1

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain the context for European encounters in the Americas from 1491 to 1607.

Explain two turning points that caused monumental change.

Cultural 
Diversity in 

the Americas

After you write down 
notes from each 
subtopic, highlight 
information that can 
answer the following 
questions;

YELLOW: Describe a 
historical context for 
understanding the 
diverse Native 
American cultures 
that had developed in 
the Americans by the 
1490s.

GREEN: Explain a 
historical context for 
the European 
exploration in the 
Americans from the 
1490s - early 1600s.

BLUE: Explain a 
historical context for 
the interactions 
between Europeans 
and Native Americans 
in the period from 
1940 to 1607.

Motives for 
Exploration

Transatlantic 
Exchange

Addition of 
Enslaved 
Africans

European 
Colonies

Contextualization situates the argument by explaining the broader historical events, developments, 
or processes immediately relevant to the question. It should be addressed first in the introductory 
paragraph of a historical essay.

At the start of many TV show episodes there is a “previously on” or a
 “recap” that describes the major events or developments that happened 
in previous episodes that you should know to understand what is about 
to come next.  The information gives the viewer all the background 
information they need to know, even if they have missed the previous 
episode. This is providing context!
Another Example: Your report card. Let’s say you got a grade that wasn’t your best. Your parents are going to want 
an explanation as to why the grade is so low, right? So your explanation for the low grade is basically giving your 
report card context . Your parents just looking at the report card does not give them enough information as to why 
or how your grade is so low. You need to provide more information so that they can understand.

      Here are some helpful questions you 
      should ask yourself when instructed 
      to provide context. 

→ What do we know about what was 
going on in this location of the world 
during this time period in history?

→ Why did this happen? Why here?
→ What were the factors that caused 

this to happen here?
→ What were the effects of this 

happening here?
→ How does this all relate to the 

question/prompt?

defined as the circumstances that form the setting for an event, statement, 
or idea, and in terms of which it can be fully understood and assessed.
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NAME:                                             REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 1
TOPIC 1.2

Native American Societies Before 
European Contact

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain how and why various native populations in the period before European contact interacted with the natural 
environment in North America.

How did people arrive in North America? How many natives were estimated to be in the Americas by 1491?

Cultures of Central & South America

Similarities shared by all three civilizations:

Cultures of North America

Click the map below 
to view regions by 
economic activity

Language DifferencesPopulation

Settlements Location/Tribes Housing Food Sources Other Characteristics 

Southwest 

Northwest

Great Basin

Great Plains

Mississippi 
River Valley

Northeast

Atlantic 
Seaboard

General Patterns

This will help 
with the chart

         List three ways 
natives transformed 
the North American 
environment before 
European colonization.
1.

2.

3.

4

https://historywithmrspate.weebly.com/uploads/2/8/0/8/28086217/11.jpg
https://historywithmrspate.weebly.com/uploads/2/8/0/8/28086217/11.jpg
https://historywithmrspate.weebly.com/uploads/2/8/0/8/28086217/11.jpg
https://historywithmrspate.weebly.com/uploads/2/8/0/8/28086217/11.jpg


Rewrite the false 
sentence with 
evidence from the 
text to make it true. 

“Native Americans have always shared identity and tribes do not have any distinctive systems and traditions.”

Identify one key similarity and one key difference that developed in Central and South America to those that developed in North America.

Explain the significance of the difference.

Map of the Cultural Areas

❏ 1. Read the framework excerpts located to the right of the map, and ensure you understand & know where/what is referenced.
❏ 2. Circle the following groups: Pueblo, Chinooks, Iroquois, Algonquian, Wampanoags, Pequot, Powhatan
❏ 3. Label/Trace the starting point and expansion of maize cultivation.
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NAME:                                             REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 1
TOPIC 1.3

European Exploration 
in the Americas

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain the causes of exploration and conquest of the New World by various European nations.

What motives prompted European exploration? What was the result of this exploration?

Changes in 
Thought & 
Technology

Religious 
Conflict

How did the Catholic Victory in Europe lead to Spanish exploration in the new world? Does this best exemplify

How did the Protestant Revolt in Northern Europe lead to exploration in the new world?

Expanding 
Trade

How did the New Routes lead to exploration 
in the new world?

Examples of New Routes:

How and why did the Slave Trade Begin?

How did enslaved Africans resist slavery?

Developing 
Nation 
States

How did the Development of Nation-states further exploration?

Examples:

GOLD GOD GLORY
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Spanish & 
Portuguese 

Claims
Line of Demarcation:                                          Treaty of Tordesillas:

English 
Claims

Amsco only mentions that Roanoke Island FAILED.  Research and summarize what happened to 
this “lost colony”: 

French 
Claims

GOLD GOD GLORY

What was the impact of the Catholic victory 
in Spain and the European Reformation on 
North America?

List three main effects of Europe’s expanding
trade in the 15th century.
1.

2.

3.

Which effect was most significant? Explain 
your answer.

7

https://www.history.com/news/what-happened-to-the-lost-colony-of-roanoke


NAME:                                             REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 1
TOPIC 1.4

Columbian Exchange, Spanish 
Exploration, and Conquest

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain causes of the Columbian Exchange and its effect on Europe and the Americas during the period after 1492.

Christopher Columbus The Columbian Exchange

The Rise of Capitalism

How did the Columbian Exchange develop and what was its most 
significant impact on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean?

To answer this question you should think about these first:
How did European expansion impact European society?

How did European expansion impact Native American society?

Which of these consequences were the most significant? Explain.

EUROPE to the AMERICAS AMERICAS to EUROPE

Arguments IN FAVOR

Was Columbus a Great Hero?

Arguments AGAINST

Which perspective do you side with? Explain why.

What was Columbus’s initial goal? Did he meet his goal?
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NAME:                                             REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 1
TOPIC 1.5

Labor, Slavery, and Caste in 
the Spanish Colonial System

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain how the growth of the Spanish Empire in North America shaped the development of social and economic 
structures over time.

Define the term conquistadores.

After you write down 
notes from each 
subtopic, highlight 
information that can 
answer the following 
questions AND then 
answer them. 

YELLOW: How was the 
society of North 
America affected by 
the expansion of the 
Spanish Empire?

GREEN: How was the 
economy of North 
America affected by 
the expansion of the 
Spanish Empire?

Encomienda

Enslaved Africans

Slavery                                                                                      Asiento System                                    

Slave Trade                                                                               Middle Passage

Fill in the chart with descriptions from the Amsco section. Then draw lines to the chart on the right to connect. 
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NAME:                                    REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 1
TOPIC 1.6

Cultural Interactions Between 
Europeans, Native Americans, & Africans

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain how and why European and Native American perspectives of others developed and changed in the period.

Spanish Policy English Policy French Policy

Identify three major consequences of European
contact with American Indians?
1.

2.

3.

Which of these were the most significant? 
Explain your answer.

In what ways was English policy toward Native Americans different from those of France and Spain?

Different from France in that...

Different from Spain in that...

How effective were Native Americans in overcoming the negative aspects of European policies?

Survival Strategies by Natives Role of Africans in America

Create a chart showing the evolution in the views of the Europeans and Native Americans towards each during the period of European colonization.
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NAME:                                             REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 1
TOPIC 1.7 Causation in Period 1

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain the effects of the development of transatlantic voyages from 1491 to 1607.

Causation is one of the Reasoning Processes that 
students are required to apply when engaging with 
historical thinking skills on the AP Exam. 

Every event, pattern or trend, or action has a cause- a 
reason or set of reasons why it happened. Historians 
do not simply arrange events in chronological order; 
instead they seek to understand why things happened 
as well as what effects and event, pattern, or trend. 
Most events, actions, or trends have many causes; 
historians seek to identify the most significant short- 
and long- term causes and effects. Significance can be 
understood in different ways. Sometimes they are 
defined as those that contributed the most. Other 
times, historians look for specific types of causes and 
effects such as political or economic effects. 

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO QUESTIONS TO ASK

Describe causes or effects 
of a specific historical 
development or process. 

Explain the relationship between 
causes and effects of a specific 
historical development or process. 

Explain the difference between primary 
and secondary causes and between 
short- and long- term effects

Explain the relative historical significance 
of different causes and or effects. 

➔ What were the reasons for this event? What factors 
contributed to a specific pattern or trend? What 
prompted this person/group to act/react this way?

➔ What resulted from this event, pattern, or 
action? What were the short & long term 
effects? What was most significant and why?

➔ How do assessments of historians 
concerning causation differ from those who 
experienced the event, pattern, or action?

➔ How might the chain of cause & 
effect have changed and at what 
point? What causes were contingent 
on previous effects? 

➔ What individual choice(s) made a significant difference in the lead up to a particular 
event or trend? Was there a moment of chance that influenced the chain of events?

Describe what caused the Native Americans to 
develop diverse societies and unique cultures across 
the enormous and varied lands of North America.

Explain the a significant development in Europe by the 15th 
and 16th centuries that caused a surge in exploration.

Causes Effects
results/impact

SHORT- TERM                               LONG- TERM

Columbian Exchange

   POSITIVE                                       NEGATIVE

When answering a “to what extent” question you must always EVALUATE 
(judge the significance, value of a subject, event, or object). To do this you will 
used qualifier words like major/minor, most/few, positive/negative, short/long 
term, greatly/mildly similar or different.

This is a helpful organizational chart when trying 
to create a thesis statement or write an essay.

To what extent did the Columbian Exchange have beneficial effects on both the 
Natives Americans and Europeans. (Now you need to ask yourself if there were 
more positive or negative/ short or long term/ major or minor effects) 
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TOPIC PAGES SCORE

Learning Objectives 3

  9.1 • Contextualizing Period 9 4

  9.2 • Reagan and Conservatism 5 - 6 

  9.3 •  The End of the Cold War 7 - 8

  9.4 •  A Changing Economy 9

  9.5 •  Migration and Immigration in the 1990s and 2000s 10

  9.6 •  Challenges of the 21st Century 11 - 15

  9.7 •  Causation in Period 9 16

2



TOPIC LEARNING OBJECTIVE & ANSWER TEACHER 
FEEDBACK

9.1 • 
Contextualizing 
Period 9

Explain the context in which the United States faced international and domestic challenges after 1980.
A - 
C - 
E - 

9.2 • 
Reagan and 
Conservatism

Explain the causes and effects of continuing policy debates about the role of the federal government over time.
A - 
C - 
E - 

9.3 • 
The End of the 
Cold War

Explain the causes and effects of the end of the Cold War and its legacy.
A - 
C - 
E - 

9.4 • 
A Changing 
Economy

Explain the causes and effects of economic and technological change over time.
A - 
C - 
E - 

9.5 • 
Migration and 
Immigration in 
the 1990s and 
2000s

Explain the causes and effects of domestic and international migration over time.
A - 
C - 
E - 

9.6 • 
Challenges of 
the 21st 
Century

Explain how and why various groups responded to calls for the expansion of civil rights from 1960 to 1980.
A - 
C - 
E - 

9.7 • 
Causation in 
Period 9

Explain the relative significance of the effects of change in the period after 1980 on American national 
identity.
A - 
C - 
E - 

After you complete each topic 
workbook pages, you then should 

answer the learning objective 
using the A.C.E strategy. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lrUA3hdPTM1nin-iayiE4WbOANg9Ck07/view?usp=sharing


NAME:                                             REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 9
TOPIC 9.1 Contextualizing Period 9

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain the context in which the United States faced international and domestic challenges after 1980.

4

4

Political Polarization: The US became more politically polarized, especially after the 
1990s. The Reagan Revolution moved much of the country to the conservative right, 
but many in the 21st century began to push back against conservatives and/or continued
 to fight for the liberal legacy of programs like the New Deal and Great Society. 

Economic Changes: Globalization affected the United States greatly during this time period as 
the US economy moved to a post-industrial basis, focusing more on service-sector and high-tech 
jobs. This created problems for previous industrial centers (the Rust Belt) and worsened the 
country’s economic inequality as the rich get richer and poor and middle class wages stagnated. 

Demographic Changes: The US in the 21st century was much more diverse than the US of 
1950 or even of 1980. Continued immigration from Latin America and Asia created tension 
within the US as the US—again—wondered about how to assimilate immigrant groups and 
to maintain a US identity. Women were more involved in the workforce than ever before, 
movement to the Sunbelt continued as Midwestern states lost population relative to the 
rest of the country.

What do you already know about these topics?

What changes occurred in American society after the election of 1980?

Foreign 
Affairs

After you write down 
notes from each 
subtopic, highlight 
information that can 
answer the following 
questions;

YELLOW: Explain the 
historical context 
international challenges 
faced by the United 
States after 1980.

GREEN: Explain the 
historical context for 
the domestic challenges 
faced by the United 
States after 1980.

Faith in 
Federal 

Government

Economic 
Problems

RECREATE THE TIMELINE OF LANDMARK EVENTS: 1980 - 2020 [10 EVENTS]



NAME:                                             REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 9
TOPIC 9.2 Reagan and Conservatism

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain the causes and effects of continuing policy debates about the role of the federal government over time.

5

What signaled the arrival of Republican dominance in American politics? 

Rise of Reagan Campaign for President Significance 

Released Hostages & Assasination Attempt                                                                                                                                           Administration Promises

Supply-side Economics                              Keynesian Economics                       Trickle-Down Economics

Federal Tax Reduction Spending Deregulation Labor Unions

Recession and 
Recovery

Social Issues
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1988 Election:
Describe the Significance:

Nomination of Clarence 
Thomas

Taxes and the Economy

Americans with 
Disabilities Act

Political Inertia

Earth Day & Earthrise

Environmental 
Activists

Political Inertia

           Conservative          Liberal Shift of Conservatives Divisions in Federal Government The Media

Abortion Gun Rights Women’s Equality & Safety African Americans & Justice

LGBT Rights Immigration Economy & Health           What has come to prevent the 
US from dealing with issues both 
foreign and domestic effectively? 



NAME:                                             REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 9
TOPIC 9.3 The End of the Cold War

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain the causes and effects of the end of the Cold War and its legacy.

7

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come here to this gate! 
Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!                                    Ronald Reagan, speech at Brandenburg Gate, West Berlin, June 12, 1987
Explain your interpretation of this quote.

EVIL EMPIRE

SATELLITES

MILITARY BUILDUP CENTRAL AMERICA LEBANON, ISRAEL, AND THE PLO

GRENADA IRAN-CONTRA AFFAIR

GLASNOST & PERESTROIKA SUMMIT MEETINGS ASSESSING CAUSES

1.

2.

3.

4.

What became a major obstacle in halting arms discussions between Gorbachev and Reagan at their second meeting?
What other actions did Gorbachev take to reduce Cold War tensions? : 
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European Union (UE):

Describe the Significance:

Persian Gulf War

Tiananmen Square

Eastern Europe

Breakup of the Soviet 
Union

End of the Cold WAR

Why did many former soviet bloc countries become easy targets for 
corruption and autocratic rulers? 



Innovations Flattening of the Earth Boom of the 1990s Globalization Digital Security & Privacy

NAME:                                             REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 9
TOPIC 9.4 A Changing Economy

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain the causes and effects of economic and technological change over time.

9

                  

   

                  1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Despite economic prosperity, what happened to the number of people 
living below the poverty line in the 1990s? Describe the distribution 
of income at this time.



NAME:                                             REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 9
TOPIC 9.5

Migration & Immigration 
in the 1990s and 2000s

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain the causes and effects of domestic and international migration over time.

10

What was the patterns of anti-immigration sentiment in the U.S. throughout history?

Identify some of the different parts of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965:

Immigration Reform and Control 
Act of 1986

Illegal Immifration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996

Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA)

Trump Immigration Policies 

Undocmented Immigrants: Asylum Seekers:

      What concerns increased as the 
     Baby boom generation aged?



NAME:                                             REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 9
TOPIC 9.6 Challenges of the 21st Century

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain how and why various groups responded to calls for the expansion of civil rights from 1960 to 1980.

11

What has exposed America’s vulnerabilities since entering into the 21st c. as economically and militarily dominant? 

Roots of Terrorism Early Terrorist Attacks Sept. 11 Terror Attacks

War in Afghanistan Homeland Security Iraq War Operation Iraqi Freedom

Elections Unresolved Wars Kyoto Accord & Bush Doctrine
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Overview Iraq Afghanistan Death of Osama Bin Laden Arab Spring

Arab Spring Rise of ISIS Iran Asia Europe

Russia Cuba Cyber Attacks Why was the Obama administration reluctant to put 
troops on the ground in foreign disputes? How did the 
choose to engage instead? 

Describe the US ‘s role in Iraq post 2009.
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Republican 
Tax Cuts

Who benefited from the 
Bush tax cuts and how 
did it impact the 
American economy? 

Education & 
Health 
Reform

What was the No Child 
Left Behind Act and 
what did it try to do? 

Economic 
Bubbles & 
Corruption

After the burst of the 
tech bubble, which 
bubble began to grow in 
the US? 

Washington 
Politics

How did Bush leave a 
lasting impact on the 
Supreme Court? 

Hurricane 
Katrina

How did FEMA fail after 
the Hurricane Katrina 
crisis? 

The Great 
Recession

What happened when 
the housing bubble 
burst? 

What other events 
accompanied the dip in 
housing prices during 
the Great Recession? 

Highlight in your notes the 
answers to the questions
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Economic Crisis 
& TARP 
Funding

How did President Obama 
request the remaining 
TARP money be used? 

Economic 
Stimulus & 
American 

Recovery Act

What were the reforms 
passed to ease the Great 
Recession under the 
Obama Administration?

Financial 
Reforms

Environment & 
Climate Change

What steps were taken by 
the Obama administration 
to positively impact the 
environment? 

Education
How did the Obama 
Administration impact 
education in America? 

Budget Cuts What is the Affordable 
Healthcare Act and what 
did it aim to provide: 

Health Care

Other 
Initiatives 

How did Obama use 
executive orders?

Tea Party
What was the Tea Party 
movement and what did 
they focus on? 

Elections & 
Money

What was determined in 
Citizens United v. Federal 
Election Commission?

Election of 
2012

What were the main issues 
in the election of 2012 and 
who won? 

Deadlock

Describe the relationship 
between President and 
Congress during Obama’s 
first term.

Highlight in your notes the 
answers to the questions
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2016 Election

Domestic Policy

Foreign Policy

Investigation 
Impeachment

2020 Pandemic

Election of 
2020

Attack on 
Capitol & 2nd 
Impeachment

Biden’s 
Administration

Contests over Freedom

What does freedom mean?

Diverse Expressions of Freedom

Explain the two perspectives on the meaning of freedom.



NAME:                                             REFLECTION:
DUE DATE:  

PERIOD 9
TOPIC 9.7 Causation in Period 9

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: Explain the relative significance of the effects of change in the period after 1980 on American national identity.

16

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO QUESTIONS TO ASK

Describe similarities and/or 
differences between historical 
developments or processes 

Explain relevant similarities and/or 
differences between specific 
historical developments or processes  

Explain the relative historical significance of 
similarities and differences between different 
historical developments or processes.

➔ How is one development like/unlike another 
development from the same time/a different time?

➔ Why did an event or development affect 
different groups in different ways?

➔ How does a viewpoint (from a 
historical actor or historian) compare 
with another when discussing the same 
event or historical development?

OKAY, you read all this… if you remember these two steps you will have it down!
➔ Described similarities and differences?
➔ Explained the reason for/significance of/effect of these similarities and differences?

Economic Division Foreign Affairs

DEVELOPING 
COMPLEXITY

On the AP exam, you will need to develop and support complex arguments, ones that 
are detailed and demonstrate four skills:

•   Explain Connections: These connections 
should be relevant, which means related to 
the argument. They should be insightful, 
which means you understand why they are 
important on a deep level.

•   Explain the Nuance: Nuance means 
subtlety or precision. A nuanced 
argument analyzes multiple variables 
related to that argument.

Choose one of the arguments below and answer the questions that follow:

1.   How can you make this argument more nuanced? Describe details related to 
this argument that make it more precise or subtle.
2.   What connections can you make, either within one historical period or across 
periods, that will help strengthen this argument?
3.   What details can you add that are significant to this argument? Significant 
details should be closely connected to the argument and should help to illuminate 
it in some way.
4.   How effective is the evidence you have provided to support the argument? 
Explain why your evidence is relevant, trustworthy, important, or persuasive.

One way to evaluate effects on the national identity is to 
look at who Americans were becoming in this period after 
1980. The significant shift of migration to the Sun Belt 
affected how many Americans thought about the nation. 
The norms of the urban and more liberal Northeast and 
Midwest were challenged in the South, where people 
favored less government, little regulation of business, and a 
more active role for religion. One could argue that the 
culture wars fought over these differences left Americans 
with deeply divided views of the national identity. The 
change in immigration patterns from predominantly ethnic 
European countries to Asian, Latin American, and African 
countries also sparked fears among older White majorities 
about what was happening to the national identity, and the 
identity of America in 2050 and beyond.

When answering a “to what extent” question you must always 
EVALUATE (judge the significance, value of a subject, event, or 
object). To do this you will used qualifier words like major/minor, 
most/few, positive/negative, short/long term, greatly/mildly 
similar or different.

Evaluate the extent to which changes in immigration and migration 
after 1980 contributed to changes in American national identity. 

Evaluate the extent to which changes in the American economy after 
1980 contributed to changes in American national identity.  

•   Explain Significance: Beyond merely 
citing names and dates, you should 
describe the argument’s credibility, 
significance, and possible limitations.

•   Explain Effectiveness: Is the evidence 
solid enough, relevant enough, & important 
enough to strengthen the argument?

Argument 1:
After 1980, the United 
States became 
increasingly polarized 
between rural and 
urban regions.

Argument 2:
Passage of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act in 1990 
affected U.S. employment, 
transportation, and 
architecture in ways that 
still exist today.

Argument 3:
The political philosophy of the 
United States is a struggle between 
proponents of “freedom to” have 
equal rights and participation and
“freedom from” government 
regulations and restrictions.
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